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2021  COLA Executive Board

President - David Oberlander        
(Stakke)

Vice President – David Suby
(Pickerel)

Admin. Asst  _ Wanda Roden  
(Melissa/Sallie)

Treasurer – Becky Burns
(Buffalo, Rice, Rock)

MNCOLA Rep – David Suby
(Pickerel)

Communications – Jen Thompson 
(Island Lake)

Executive Planning Committee:
Larry Anderson  (Big Floyd)
Tera Guetter (White Earth)
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“Keeping Our Lakes Alive, Now & Forever” 
Thursday, August 19, 2021

Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge

Discovery Center Classroom

35704 Co Hwy 26

Rochert, MN  56578

4:30  pm David Oberlander to open meeting

Introduction of  Speaker:

Kelly Blackledge, Visitor Services Manager**

Kelly studied Fisheries and Wildlife Biology at Iowa State University 

and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Animal Ecology with an emphasis in 

Environmental Education. She has worked with the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service at Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge for 18 years and 

spent 15 years previously at a flood control project near Des Moines, 

Iowa with the US Army Corps of Engineers. She lives in Park Rapids 

on Potato Lake and enjoys kayaking, hiking and catching frogs. 

Kelly is passionate about helping people make meaningful 

connections with nature.

5:15 pm Business Meeting/Lunch

Approval of June minutes

Approval of new policies (sent in the meeting email)

6:00 pm Karl Koenig, 

Becker County Soil & Water 

”mini” Starry Trek experience

7:00 pm Meeting adjourned

Driving Instructions to Tamarac Wildlife Refuge:

From Detroit Lakes, take Hwy 34 to Richwood Road (Co Hwy 21).

Drive North on Richwood Road (Co Hwy 21)to Co Hwy 26 (270th St).  
Take a right onto Co Hwy 26.  Follow the signs to Tamarac Wildlife 
Refuge.  The address is:  35704 Co Hwy 26.  We will meet in the 
Tamarac Discovery Center.

This trip will take around 25 -30 minutes from Detroit Lakes.

**  Please note:

” If you are not yet fully vaccinated, wearing a mask is required in 
federal buildings and outdoors when social distancing cannot be 
maintained.”


