Spring 2018 Newsletter

Despite it looking very much like winter still in Becker County, it is time to start thinking spring!
Here are some important dates and topics to share with your lake association members.
To kick off the season, we are co-sponsoring a Legislative Forum next Tuesday, April 3rd at the
Detroit Lakes City Hall as it is a very important election year. Voter Registration will be available.

Tuesday April 3, 2018

Dist. 4 & 4B

Detroit Lakes City Hall

Legislative
Town Hall

6:30pm Doors Open
7:00pm Forum
Free, All Are Welcome!
•

•
•

Sen. Kent
Eken

Rep. Paul
Marquart

•

This event will be recorded and
available on Facebook and
YouTube
Learn what lies ahead in St. Paul
Questions? Email
detroitlakeslwv@gmail.com
Voter Registration (it’s never too
early!)

Thank you to our Co-Sponsors and to
the City of Detroit Lakes for hosting
this forum.

Become an Aquatic Invasive Species Detector!
There are several “win” stories in the fight against Aquatic Invasive Species but the
key to those wins is EARLY DETECTION and the only way to “win” is to identify an
AIS before it takes hold in a water body. One of the goals Becker County COLA and
Becker County Soil & Water Conservation District share is to have a Lake Detector
on each lake in Becker County. In order to assist financially, COLA & BCSWCD are
offering scholarships. Please let us know if you or someone from your lake
association is interested in participating. For more information & to register visit:
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/ais-detector
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Save the Date

Friday, June 8, 2018
M State Campus, Detroit Lakes, MN
MN AIS Research Center Update (MAISRC)
Hear from the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center about
current research projects and outreach activities being conducted on
various aquatic invasive species. Everyone is welcome to attend. As details
for this event become finalized, they will be posted on our website at
www.prwd.org. You may also call our office at (218) 846-0436 with
questions.
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Join more than 300 Minnesotans from across the state at the 2018 State
of Water Conference to get the tools, resources, and connections you
need to make real change in your community’s water resources. The
conference will be held at Breezy Point on April 12 - 14.
https://freshwater.org/stateofwaterconference/
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Otter Tail County Weighs In On Recent Muskellunge Legislation
March 15, 2018 - Otter Tail County, MN – For the past several years, there has been considerable controversy
surrounding the DNR’s muskellunge stocking program. Last September, based on the concerns of Otter Tail
County residents, the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution requesting the MN DNR
temporarily halt the stocking of muskellunge in Otter Tail County lakes until additional scientific evidence can
be gathered. Specifically, the County Board encouraged the DNR to assemble a diverse group of stakeholders
with the purpose of examining the existing scientific evidence and, if needed, conduct independent research to
ensure muskellunge stocking does not unintentionally disrupt the ecosystem, including natural fisheries. “We
aren’t opposed to muskellunge stocking,” said Board Chairman, Wayne Johnson. “However, state-wide, there
are some serious questions and concerns about the DNR’s muskellunge management program. Why not hit the
pause button temporarily to ensure these stocking efforts are safe for our ecosystem and fishery?”
It appears the legislature is listening. In recent days, the Minnesota Legislature introduced bills in the House and
Senate that temporarily prohibit the DNR from stocking muskellunge in Otter Tail County Lakes. In addition, if
passed, the proposed legislation (Senate File 3319 and companion House File 3930) requires the commissioner
of natural resources convene a stakeholder group to examine the effect of muskellunge on the environment,
waters, and native fish of Otter Tail County. The stakeholder group must examine existing scientific research
and must determine whether additional research is necessary. Finally, the bill would appropriate $50,000 in
fiscal year 2019 from the game and fish fund to the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota to study
the effect of muskellunge stocking on the environment, waters, and native fish of Otter Tail County. “We are
glad the legislature has listened to the concerns of our residents,” said Johnson. “Section 7 in the proposed bill
is directly in line with our board’s resolution and request for a brief time-out so we can collect additional data
on the impact of muskellunge stocking. Unfortunately, we have concerns about other parts of the bill.”
The “other parts of the bill” referenced by Commissioner Johnson include sections 2-6 in which the bill
language goes well beyond Otter Tail County’s request for a brief stocking moratorium. The proposed
legislation grants county boards considerable authority over local fishery management, including the types and
amount of species that are introduced. “We are grateful that the legislature is aware of our resolution and look
forward to working with them on this topic,” said Johnson. “However, as county commissioners, we do not
have the staff resources or expertise to recommend the type and amount of fish that are stocked in Otter Tail
County’s 1,048 lakes. This type of decision making would move us further away from the empirically-based
fishery management that our resolution clearly recommends.” Also concerning for Otter Tail County, the
legislation permits the spearing of muskellunge and reduces the minimum size limit on nonmuskellunge waters.
County officials have expressed reservations about introducing these potentially confounding variables given
their interest in better understanding muskellunge and their role in the ecosystem.
Otter Tail County boasts more lakes than any other county in the United States. As a result, Otter Tail County
offers anglers extensive and diverse fishing opportunities. “We have some of the best fishing opportunities in
the state. We encourage fishing and enthusiastically invite all anglers to Otter Tail County,” said Johnson. “This
brief pause in stocking muskellunge gives us a chance to better understand and explore what is best for our
fishery. As caretakers of our natural resources, we want to make evidence-based decisions regarding our lakes.”
For more information, or to follow the bill visit:
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF3319&version=0&session=ls90&session_year=2018&se
ssion_number=0
Resolution No. 2017-63
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2018 Meeting Dates
Tuesday, April 3rd @ 7pm:
Legislative Forum at DL City Hall
Thursday, May 17th:
Becker County COLA Meeting at the Holiday Inn
Friday, June 8th
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
Regional Update at M State Campus Detroit Lakes
Thursday, July 19th
Becker County COLA Meeting at the Holiday Inn
Thursday, August 16th
Becker County COLA Meeting at the Holiday Inn
Thursday, September 20th
Becker County COLA Meeting at the Holiday Inn
Thursday, October 18th
Becker County COLA Meeting at the Holiday Inn
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Karl Koenig, Becker County AIS Coordinator

Hello,
We are gearing up for another year of AIS prevention activities, and are requesting your
help for a number of different projects.
We hope to expand watercraft inspection and decontamination efforts in 2018. To
cover the more than 15,000 hours we plan to put in this season, we need folks to apply
for the Level 1 & 2 Inspector positions posted at this link =
https://co.applicantstack.com/x/openings
Please direct any questions to me, and feel free to share my number and/or email with
the public. Positions will be posted until filled, so even if applicants cannot begin until
June, we may have positions available.
We also will be expanding efforts to monitor for new AIS infestations. Volunteers
provided great assistance in this area last year, and I hope to expand on that
success. The University of Minnesota Extension Service offers a fantastic training
program for citizens who are interested in AIS monitoring called the “AIS Detector’s
Program” Registration is now open, and we are happy to provide reimbursement for
committed individuals who complete this training program. Details are available at this
link = https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/ais-detector
Finally, please see the attached/below documents if you are interested in applying for
grant funds for AIS management. We hope to reimburse groups who arrange
management efforts that are in close proximity to public access areas, public beaches
and fishing areas. (5) $4,000.00 grants will be funded in 2018, so get those permits and
get your applications in to the SWCD office. These grants are open to lake associations,
watershed districts, cities, or anyone with a permitted management project. Please
contact me with any questions.
I look forward to seeing many of you this spring and summer. Your feedback is always
appreciated, so please give me a call anytime.
Karl Koenig
kikoeni@co.becker.mn.us
(218) 849-6438
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Becker County Aquatic Invasive Species
Management Grants
Becker County is offering Aquatic Invasive Species Management Grants
to support efforts to manage invasive aquatic plants near public accesses. These
management efforts are intended to reduce impacts to public recreation and limit the
potential for further expansion. Invasive plants that may be managed under this grant
program include curly-leaf pondweed, flowering rush, or any species listed as a prohibited
invasive species by the Minnesota DNR. This offer is available to lake associations,
watershed districts and cities within Becker County.
Applications for 2018 grants must be submitted by May 1, 2018. Completed applications
should be sent to the Becker Soil and Water Conservation District. Funding of grants will
be announced by May 5, 2018. Submit applications to:
Karl Koenig
809 8TH Street SE Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
kikoeni@co.becker.mn.us
Up to $20,000 is available for this grant program in 2018. These funds can be used for
projects that control prohibited invasive plants using herbicides, mechanical control, or a
combination of both methods.
1. Grant funds are intended to support projects that have received or are in the process of
receiving an Invasive Aquatic Plant Management Permit (IAPMP) from MN DNR.
2. Permits may be obtained through the MN DNR Permitting and Reporting System
(MPARS). A copy of the applicant’s current Invasive Aquatic Plant Management Permit
must accompany any grant application.
3. Grantees must pay project expenses up front and make all arrangements for the work to
be completed by a licensed contractor. It is the applicant’s responsibility to comply with
all State permitting requirements. A map or report from an aquatic plant surveyor with
the outlined treatment area must accompany any reimbursement request.
4. Grant applications will be reviewed by the Becker Soil and Water Conservation District
to determine if the minimum criteria are met and if the proposed management will likely
benefit public use and/or limit potential expansion. Examples include infestations near
public water accesses, public beaches and around public fishing piers. Grants will be
scored and ranked based on the above criteria.
Becker SWCD will reimburse the top 5 ranked applications up to $4,000 per application.
Organizations may submit multiple applications if they have more than one permitted
project, but only one grant will be awarded per organization, regardless of application(s)
score.
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Becker County cannot reimburse costs for work done before the grant agreement is
signed by all parties or for work found by the County to be unsatisfactory or
performed in violation of federal, state, or local law. In addition, a grantee may not
receive reimbursement for costs that have already been reimbursed by another
external funding source.
Lead Organization
Contact – Name/Title ___________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
City _____________________________State _______________ ZIP __________
Phone __________________________
Alternate phone__________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________
Second Contact (optional):
Name ________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________
E-mail_________________________________
Lake name:_________________________
Target species:_____________________
Size of treatment area (acres):____________
Treatment method:__________________
Estimated total project cost (attach written estimate if available): $_________________
Total amount requested (up to $4,000, or total project cost, whichever is less):
$__________________
*Attach a copy of the current Invasive Aquatic Plant Management Permit
- If your permit has not been received from MN DNR, attach a copy of your
permit application. Submit a permit copy once received.
*Attach a map or report from an aquatic plant surveyor with the outlined treatment area
Submit applications to:
Karl Koenig
Becker SWCD
809 8th Street SE
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
kikoeni@co.becker.mn.us
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Becker County AIS Management Grant Scoresheet
Lead Organization:

Amount Requested: $

Target invasive species: ____________________________

Size of treatment area: _____________

1. The project manages a recently discovered infestation (<1 year).

Yes (5)

No (3)

2. The project manages an infestation near a public water access.

Indicators

Permit area includes a public water access = 5
Permit area is <500’ from a public water access = 4
Permit area is from 500-1000’ from a public water access = 3
Permit area is from 1000-2000’ from a public water access = 2
Permit area is >2000’ from a public water access = 1
1

2

3

4

5

3. The project manages an infestation near a public beach or fishing pier.
Indicators
Permit area includes a public beach or fishing pier = 5
Permit area is <500’ from a public beach or fishing pier = 4
Permit area is from 500-1000’ from a public beach or fishing pier = 3
Permit area is from 1000-2000’ from a public beach or fishing pier = 2
Permit area is >2000’ from a public beach or fishing pier = 1
1

2

3

4

5
Total ______/15

Additional notes:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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