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August 26, 2016 
 
Karl Koenig,  Becker County AIS Coordinator:  
 
In recent informal  visits we, as  well as the  general public,  have  concluded there is an urgent need to go beyond  simply  

announcing that zebra mussels have been discovered in Detroit Lake.  Indeed we are aware that a significant segment of  

Becker County residents have concluded that with the arrival of zebra mussels (ZM) all is lost – property values will plummet, 

the lake will cease to provide recreational activities and equipment will be damaged, and so on.    Even worse, some have  

interpreted the arrival of ZM as the end of a battle against Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).     

With yesterday’s announcement of two additional lakes in Beltrami County becoming infested with Starry Stonewort, it is  

evident that Becker County has significant reason to be on heightened alert to protect waters and all the related implications.  

Becker County is  within two hours driving time from the north and the south of another threat. 

As the County’s AIS Coordinator, we ask that you urgently coordinate a summit to consider the implications of the revelation 

that Detroit has ZM.  At such a meeting, to be held  within the next couple of weeks, attention should be given to strategies 

for mitigating and ameliorating the various impacts of the infestation by drawing on the expertise of residents and officials 

who have already experienced ZM infestation and its aftermath.   But a major component of the meeting should be to help 

Becker County residents and officials understand that the fight against AIS infestations is not over.  Rather, our citizens and 

their leaders need to be convinced that AIS of greater consequence than ZM or flowering rush are poised to spread to Becker 

County public waters.   In the face of the ZM infestation, we should not retreat from AIS prevention and early intervention 

activities, but rather we should nurture and expand them.   Barry Stratton, District Manager for MN Department of Natural 

Resources has committed his staff to help train ad evaluate reports as needed. 

We stand ready to support your efforts to enable such a meeting in any way we can.  

Sincerely,   

 

Kelcey Klemm, City of Detroit Lakes 

Carrie Johnston, Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Dick Hecock, Becker County Coalition of Lake Associations 

Barb Halbakken Fischburg, Lake Detroiters Association 

Tera Guetter, Pelican River Watershed District 

 

 

CC:  Peter Mead; BSWCD 

 Becker County Commissioners 

  


